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Abstract:

The development of border areas, especially at the municipal level—being the basic unit
of regional organization in the country—holds significant importance with multiple
objectives. In this context, the province of Tébessa, due to its location on the Algerian-
Tunisian border with a length of approximately 300 km, serves as an important link with the
Tunisian side.

Additionally, it possesses numerous natural surface and underground resources, as well
as significant tourism potential, which qualifies it to play a vital role in achieving
comprehensive development at both the local and regional levels of the country, provided that
the various incentives available in its border municipalities are effectively utilized, and the
obstacles preventing the optimal exploitation of these strategic natural and social capacities
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are identified and addressed. In this framework, the municipality of Al-Houjbet stands out as
one of the most important municipalities along the border strip of Tébessa, distinguished by
its significant geographical location and rich in various natural and human resources that
could contribute to achieving the desired development at both the local and provincial levels.
However, the municipality suffers from various forms of marginalization on the economic
and social fronts, raising numerous questions, particularly regarding the mechanisms and
tools that can be adopted for the municipality's development, not to mention the natural and
human incentives it contains that could lead to the desired local development, along with the
various natural and human obstacles that hinder this progress.

The study relied on a descriptive analytical approach by highlighting the main natural
and human resources possessed by the municipality, which could form a solid foundation for
achieving sustainable local development. The study revealed that the greatest obstacle to
achieving the desired development in the municipality lies in the weak diagnosis and poor
exploitation of the latent energies available in the municipality's territory, whether on the
natural or human level.

The study concluded with a set of suggestions and recommendations that could be
adopted to contribute to the municipality's development, primarily focusing on enhancing the
various natural and human capacities of the municipality to attract local and foreign
investment, while emphasizing the necessity of involving local actors from civil society
within a strategy based on participatory planning in line with the principles of sustainable
development.

Keywords: Local development, Sustainable development, Border areas, Tébessa, Al-Houjbet.
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