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                  Climate Change and Spatial Challenges in Urban Areas
Climate change represents a growing challenge for urban planning and spatial organization. Due to rapid urban expansion, many cities have developed in vulnerable locations such as coastal zones, floodplains, and arid regions. These areas are increasingly exposed to climate-related hazards, including flooding, heatwaves, and water scarcity.Urban areas contribute significantly to greenhouse gas emissions because of dense transportation networks, industrial zones, and high population concentration. Central districts often experience higher temperatures than surrounding suburban or peripheral areas, a phenomenon known as the urban heat island effect. Meanwhile, low-lying and poorly planned neighborhoods are more exposed to flooding risks due to inadequate drainage systems.To reduce climate vulnerability, urban planners must consider geographical factors such as location, scale, connectivity, and land-use patterns. Integrating green spaces, improving spatial distribution of services, and promoting compact and well-connected cities can enhance urban resilience and sustainability.
 I/ Reading Comprehension (8 points)
1. Identify two vulnerable geographical locations where cities are expanding.
2. Explain why central urban areas are warmer than peripheral areas.
3. Which neighborhoods are most exposed to flood risks? Why?
4. Mention two geographical factors urban planners must consider according to the text.
5. How can spatial organization help reduce climate vulnerability?
II/ Language, Localization (8.50 points)
A. Adjectives of Location (Spatial Adjectives)
1. Find in the text four adjectives or expressions of location (e.g. central, coastal, peripheral…).
2. Classify them into:
· Urban core
· Urban periphery / surroundings
B. Geography Concepts/  Match each term with its correct definition:
	Term

	Definition

	1. Urban heat island                                 
	                                                        a. Areas exposed to natural hazards

	2. Floodplain
	                                                b. Concentration of population and activities

	3. Land-use
	                                                  c. Zone naturally subject to flooding

	4. Spatial distribution
	                                                   d. Pattern of how land is used in a city



	5. Vulnerable areas
	                                                e. Arrangement of activities in space



C. Grammar / You have the fallawing preposition of place : on, at, in ; place them in the correct sentences :
1/Tall buildings are often constructed …….the city center, while individual houses are built …….. the urban periphery.
2/Citizens gather ……..public squares …………. the heart of the city.
3/Sustainable development encourages the creation of parks ……….. urban environments.
4/ Many people live ………..modern apartment buildings ……….. the city center.
5/Public services are located ………strategic points …………urban areas.
6/There is a new hospital ………….. the entrance of the district.

 III/Written Expression (3.50 points)
Choose one topic (120–150 words):
1. Describe the spatial organization of a city you know using adjectives of location (central, peripheral, coastal, inland, etc.) and explain how climate change affects its urban areas.
OR
2. Explain how geographical concepts such as location, land-use, and spatial distribution are essential in sustainable urban planning.
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Solution of English Exam – Urban Planning & Geography

PART 1: Reading Comprehension (8 points)
Question 1 (2 pts)
Q: Identify two vulnerable geographical locations where cities are expanding.
Réponse :
· Coastal zones
· Floodplains
· Arid regions
(Deux éléments corrects = 2 pts)
Question 2 (2 pts)
Q: Explain why central urban areas are warmer than peripheral areas.
Réponse  :
Central urban areas are warmer due to high building density, limited green spaces, heavy traffic, and human activities, creating the urban heat island effect.
Question 3 (1.5 pts)
Q: Which neighborhoods are most exposed to flood risks? Why?
Réponse :
Low-lying and poorly planned neighborhoods are most exposed because of inadequate drainage systems and their vulnerable location.
Question 4 (1.5 pts)
Q: Mention two geographical factors urban planners must consider.
Réponse  :
· Location
· Scale
· Connectivity
· Land-use patterns
(Deux facteurs = 1.5 pts)
Question 5 (1 pt)
Q: How can spatial organization help reduce climate vulnerability?
Réponse :
By improving land-use planning, spatial distribution of services, green spaces, and connectivity, spatial organization reduces exposure to climate risks.

PART 2: Language, Localization & Geography Concepts (_8.50 points)
A. Adjectives of Location (3 pts)
Question 1 (2 pts)
Réponses  (exemples) :
· coastal
· central
· peripheral
· surrounding
· low-lying
(4 adjectifs corrects = 2 pts)
Question 2 (1 pt)
Classification :
	Urban Core
	Urban Periphery

	Central
	Peripheral

	Dense
	Surrounding

	inner-city
	Suburban


B. Geography Concepts (2 pts)
	Matching correct :
	

	1. Urban heat island
	B

	2. Floodplain
	C

	3. Land-use
	D

	4. Spatial distribution
	E

	5. Vulnerable areas
	A


·  Notation : 0.4 pt par réponse correcte × 5 = 2 pts
C. . Grammar (2.5pts)
You have the fallawing preposition of place : on, at, in ; place them in the correct sentences :
1/Tall buildings are often constructed in the city center, while individual houses are built on the urban periphery.
2/Citizens gather at public squares in the heart of the city.
3/Sustainable development encourages the creation of parks in urban environments.
4/ Many people live in modern apartment buildings in the city center.
5/Public services are located at strategic points in urban areas.
6/There is a new hospital at the entrance of the district.
PART THREE: Written Expression (3.50 points)
👉 Longueur attendue : 120–150 mots
👉 Notation analytique :
	Critère
	Points

	Respect du sujet & pertinence géographique
	1.50 pts

	Utilisation correcte des adjectifs de localisation
	0.5 pts

	Concepts de géographie / urbanisme
	O.5 pts

	Organisation du texte & cohérence
	0.5 pt

	Langue (grammaire, vocabulaire, clarté)
	0.5 pt
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