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I. Definition of Territorial Planning

Territorial planning is: “a set of public policies and regulatory mechanisms designed to reorganize the spatial
distribution of population, activities, services, and infrastructure at the regional or national scale, with the aim
of achieving spatial balance, reducing inequalities between regions, promoting socio-economic development,
and ensuring a rational and sustainable use of natural resources”

territorial planning is a **strategic instrument** for shaping the long-term organization of the national territory,
guiding urban expansion, supporting weak regions, and directing major public investments toward areas with
under-used potential.

Il. Objectives of Territorial Planning

1. Achieving spatial balance



Reducing the excessive concentration of population and activities in a few growth poles and directing
development toward underserved or less-equipped regions.

2. Reducing disparities between regions

Through equitable distribution of infrastructure, public investment, and opportunities for development.
3. Strengthening territorial integration

Enhancing connectivity and complementarity between cities, rural areas, industrial zones, and emerging poles.
4. Ensuring rational and sustainable use of natural resources

Protecting agricultural land, water resources, forests, and sensitive natural areas.

5. Guiding major public investments

Channeling infrastructure and development projects toward strategic or disadvantaged areas.

6. Ensuring balanced urban—rural development

Creating equitable access to services, employment, and infrastructure.

7. Establishing long-term territorial strategies

Developing national and regional master plans that guide future spatial development.

lll. Outputs of Territorial Planning

1. Major territorial planning schemes

Strategic planning documents such as:

*National Territorial Planning Schemes,

* Regional Territorial Planning Schemes,

* Regional Land-Use Allocation Plans.

2. Integrated development programs

Multi-sectoral programs covering:

transportation, energy, agriculture, housing, environment, industry, rural development.

3. Strategic orientation documents

Long-term territorial visions and investment guidelines.

4.Structuring regional infrastructure

Such as:

highways, rail networks, ports, airports, energy grids, and water systems.



5. Territorial diagnostic reports

Comprehensive assessments including:

demographic analysis, economic evaluation, land-use patterns, environmental resources.
6. Special programs for specific territories

Mountain regions, oases, coastal zones, industrial areas, environmentally stressed zones.
7. Regulatory and spatial governance instruments

Legislation, planning norms, and territorial management tools.



